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Social Psychology
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8P This course will survey the field of social psychology, which is the

study of how individuals’ thoughts, feeling, or behaviors either (1)
concern other people or (2) are shaped by social relationships. It
aims to provide a general background of enduring topics in the field.
The topics include: the self and self-esteem, stereotyping and
prejudice, attitudes, conformity, close relationships, aggression,
prosocial behavior, and behavior in groups. We will also review
classic studies and recent research. Students are expected to be
actively involved in the discussions and exercises.
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The course will have two elements. First, I will give an overview of
the general background of the following topics. Second, we will
discuss some questions relevant for addressing a variety of social
problems.

Students will be expected to read course materials (scientific journal
articles and book chapters) and write short weekly papers before
class. In class, students will be expected to actively participate in
discussion.

Weekly Course Topics:

1. What 1s social psychology?

2. How social psychology is done.

3. The social self and self-esteem (1).

4. The social self and self-esteem (2).

5. Perceiving Persons (1).

6. Perceiving Persons (2).

7. Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Discrimination (1).
8. Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Discrimination (2).
9. Attitudes (1).

10. Attitudes (2)

11. Conformity (1).

12. Conformity (2).

13. Attraction and Close Relationships (1).

14. Attraction and Close Relationships (2).

15. Prosocial behaviors (1)
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16. Prosocial behaviors (2).
17. Aggression (1).
18. Aggression (2).

P i 4

3?_1,5}3 53 ¥R

After this course, students are expected to understand the classic
studies and recent research in the field of social psychology.
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Students will be evaluated on the basis of short weekly papers (30%),
class discussion, research paper presentation (20%), and a longer term
paper (30%), as well as on the basis of participation in class
discussions (20%). Attendance is mandatory and will be factored into
your grade.

ARH A Kassin, S. M., Fein, S., & Markus, H. R. (2021). Social Psychology
(11th ed.).  Cengage.

>+ 3p A more specific list of required readings can be found in the first
class.
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